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The mission of the Greater Cincinnati Planned Giving Council (GCPGC) is to increase the quantity and quality of planned giving in our community by providing a forum for education, training, and networking among various professional disciplines involved in gift planning, in accordance with The Model Standards of Practice for Charitable Gift Planners.
GCPGC is a local council of the 130 nationwide councils that make up the Parrtnership for Philanthropic Planning (PPP). With a current membership of nearly 200 professionals, GCPGC is proud to be recognized as one of the largest and most active planned giving councils across the nation. 

Committees
Membership
GCPGC has a total membership of 143 and welcomed 14 new members in 2009. Recognizing how important it is to get new members engaged right away, new members are greeted with a personal phone call and a welcome letter highlighting the benefits of GCPGC membership. The letter also directs new members to the GCPGC website, invites new members to Conversation and Coffee and provides instructions on how to contact board members. 
Laura Raines and Nune Krayterman served as Co-Chairs for the committee.

Marketing
The Marketing Committee produced a new GCPGC website that went live in 2009. It is more interactive and gives information about our programs as well as easy links to the Partnership for Philanthropic Planning and other sites that are helpful to gift planning professionals.  In addition, eGCPGC, a bi-monthly electronic newsletter offers information about the chapter and updates members on all the latest information available in contemporary philanthropy.
GCPGC purchased four full-page, full-color advertisements in Cincy Business Magazine that included a GCPGC profile in the December 2009 issue.  Past-president Margaret Gaither served as guest columnist.

Whitney O’ Neal served as marketing chair person, joined mid-year by Mary Alice Koch. 
Audit Committee

An audit committee is appointed each January to review the previous year’s financial transactions. The committee consists of the past president, current treasurer and one independent person who is not a GCPGC Board member. The 2009 Committee included Gina Weitzel, Margaret Gaither, Andrea Herzig and Mark Maxwell. The audit report showed no inconsistencies and the Balance Sheet was approved as presented. 

Governance Committee

The Governance Committee is charged with updating the bylaws and in recommending a slate of candidates for election to serve on the Board.  Margaret Gaither, Andrea Herzig and Gina Weitzel will continue their work on these documents into 2010.  The 2009 Nominating Committee consisted of Sue Ellen Stuebing, Mike Murray, Steve Hegge and Margaret Gaither. 

Strategic Planning Task Force

On September 14, 2007 Tanya Howell Johnson, President of NCPG, facilitated a strategic planning retreat for the GCPGC Board.  Vice-president Karen Zerhusen Kruer spent 2009 reviewing the plan.  At the September, 2009 Board meeting, Karen led a “rapid response” session to prepare for 2010 using the concepts from the Strategic Plan.  In view of declining membership and the difficult economy of 2008 and 2009, the Board felt the need to plan carefully for the fiscal well-being of GCPGC into the future.
Events
Voices of Giving

On June 17, 2009, the Council welcomed 200 guests to GCPGC’s 11th Annual Voices of Giving reception held at the CET. Voices of Giving recognizes people in our community who make a bequest in their will to an organization they support.

Twenty-one individuals were honored for making a planned gift that will benefit non-profit organizations. New this year was the addition of a special recognition for a professional advisor.  This year’s honor went to Ron Christian, a co-founder of GCPGC and partner in the Tax, Probate and Estate Planning Department of the law firm of Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP.  Videotaped interviews of the honorees were produced by CET and provided to the organizations they represent.  A special thanks to Dan Carroll who served as Master of Ceremonies. Event Chair was Steve Hegge and committee members included James Friedman, Sally Alspaugh, Sue Ellen Stuebing, and Mary Alice Koch.  PNC Bank was this year’s Voices of Giving sponsor.
National Philanthropy Day

The 23nd Annual National Philanthropy Day (NPD) celebration was held November 19, 2009 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Approximately 550 people attended the luncheon, hosted jointly by GCPGC and the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP). Two hundred volunteers and donors were recognized for their support of local non-profit organizations. Helen Carroll, manager of community relations for Toyota, was the keynote speaker; Suzanne Bona, WGUC, served as emcee and Father Richard Wurth gave the invocation.  A choral group from School for Creative and Performing Arts entertained. Co-chairs were Christa Flueck of AFP and GCPGC Board member Mary Newman. Committee members were Casey Betz, Connie Conwell, Mindy Hammer, Mark Maxwell, Nita Shaw, Jeff Taylor and Gina Weitzel. 
Thank you to this year’s sponsors:  Allegra Print and Imaging, The Bethesda Foundation,
The Otto M. Budig Family Foundation, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center,
Duke Energy, Fifth Third Foundation, The Greater Cincinnati Foundation, Toyota Motor Engineering & Manufacturing, The United Way Foundation and Media Sponsor:  Cincinnati Business Courier.
Educational Programming
Conversations and Coffee is a monthly educational program and forum held the third Wednesday of each month from 7:30 to 9:00 am at the Playhouse in the Park. Over 600 people attended “C&C” this year.   Two events were added to this year’s calendar that were designed to interest members of GCPGC and AFP.  

Programs in 2009 included the following topics and guest speakers with the attendance number in parentheses: 

· January (48) Annual Meeting with Margaret Gaither, 2008 President GCPGC 

· February (90) Economic Outlook with John Augustine, Fifth Third Bank
· March (42) Stewarding You GLBT Donors with Timothy Mahoney, Human Rights Campaign
· April (51) Charitable Lead Trusts with Michael Barnes, Johnson Trust Company
· May (53) Doing More with Your Donations! And 20th Anniversary Celebration 
· June (41) Positive Results from Difficult Conversations with Barbara Culver, Resonate
· July (45) Planned Giving Boot Camp with Jeff Lydenberg, PGCalc
· August (46) Planned Giving Potpourri  
· September (38) Donor conversations:  Getting to the Next Yes! with Mindy Hammer
· October (82) When Passion Wanes:  the Myth and Reality of Donor Fatigue with Jason Zajac
· November (30) Learnings and Updates from the National Conference of the Partnership for Philanthropic Planning with Heidi Jark, Fifth Third Foundation
· December (40) Bottom Line Fundraising: How a Seasoned Fundraiser can Integrate Sales Techniques and Achieve Unprecedented Results with Erika Dockery, Greater Cincinnati World Affairs Council
The hard work of Committee, Co-chairs Heather Dare and Conrad Thiede and Committee members Patty Rosely, Jeff Lydenberg and Mindy Hammer, assure quality programs and professional speakers. The Committee wishes to thank the sponsors, Fifth Third Foundation, The Greater Cincinnati Foundation, United Way of Greater Cincinnati and special thanks to The Playhouse in the Park for hosting the program at their facility.
The Development Seminar was held on April 21, 2009 at the Mayerson Jewish Community Center.  The seminar, “1,001 Fundraising Tales: Storytelling as a Best Practice.” was a workshop that featured Terrence McNally addressing an audience of 35 development professionals. Mr. McNally provided a highly interactive program with coaching and one-on-one assistance during the seminar. Participants gained skills in communicating their message, understanding the elements of a good story and how to build a storytelling culture in their organization.
Congratulations to Committee Chair Heather Dare and committee members Debbie Buerger and Anne Maxfield for putting together this educational and informative seminar. The Committee wishes to thank the sponsor, Fifth Third Foundation. 

Planned Giving on the Run is in its third year. Developed in 2005 by GCPGC Board member Jeff Stec, the program is an eight-session class on the basics of planned giving.  It is designed for development professionals who are new to the field of planned giving.  The goal is to give participants the nuts and bolts of Planned Giving so they can start a Planned Giving program without additional expense or personnel. Each participant is matched with a mentor, usually a member of the GCPGC Board. Fifteen people graduated from the program in 2009.
Jeff Stec was joined by Susan Kulick and Andrea Herzig as course instructors. A special thanks to Bartlett & Company, as the presenting sponsor, and the Greater Cincinnati Foundation for hosting the course at their office.

2009 sponsors
Fifth Third Foundation

PNC Bank

Greater Cincinnati Foundation

The United Way of Greater Cincinnati
Bartlett and Company

GCPGC Governing Board

GCPGC’s Board consists of 15 to 21 council members who maintain contact with the National Committee on Planned Giving, oversee all activities, programs, governance and fund raising of the council. The Board meets on the second Friday of every month to conduct current business. Board members serve for a three-year, renewable term and are assigned to a program or committee.  

For their faithful service on the Board, a special thanks to the Board members who’s terms expire in 2009: Margaret Gaither, Steve Hegge, Mary Newman, Laura Raines, Mary Rust, Laura Raines and Conrad Theide.
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